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The Birth of the New Southbound Policy as a
Part of Taiwan’s Grand Strategy under the
Tsai Ing-wen Administration: Transition
from the Go South Policy in the Past

Tomofumi Yoshida

PhD Candidate in Political Science, Doshisha University / Visiting Scholar
under Taiwan Fellowship sponsored by MOFA, ROC (Taiwan)

[ Abstract )

How is the New Southbound Policy (NSP), which aims to develop the
relationship with Southeast Asia, South Asia, Australia, and New Zealand
and initiated under the Tsai Ing-wen Administration different from the Go
South Policy (GSP) in the past? Previous studies analyzed GSP and NSP
statistically with the same framework; however, some transitions such as the
difference of the positioning of policy are not yet obvious. Thus, this study
attempts to identify the significance of NSP by tracing the policy creation and
execution process of both GSP and NSP. Hither, it is clear that NSP, which is
not similar to GSP, has had the top-down style policy creation and execution;
moreover, its policy’s coordination and integration have occurred at a high
management level. Also, NSP consists of both foreign and domestic policy,
which gives NSP a characteristic of not only focusing on “external
soft-balancing” but also “internal soft-balancing” as well. Hence, NSP plays

a key role in the grand strategy of Taiwan.

Keywords: New Southbound Policy (NSP), Go South Policy (GSP), Grand
Strategy, Internal Soft-balancing
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